
Physics for life
Friday 3 April

14.00 Set up Rosse medal posters

18.00 Rosse medal judging starts

21.00 Pub quiz with a physics twist

Saturday 4 April

Session I  Physics for life

09.30 Top-down action in the hierarchy of complexity Prof. George Ellis,  
 University of Cape Town 

10.00  Bio-logically physics Prof. Bob McCullough, Queen’s University Belfast

10.30  Exploiting (nano)-photonics for enhanced biomedical diagnostic  
 platforms Prof. Brian MacCraith, Biomedical Diagnostics Institute,   
 Dublin City University

11.00  Rosse medal and coffee

11.45  From exploring the Sun to probing the heart Prof. Louise Harra,  
 University College London, Science and Technology Facilities Council

12.15  Single bio-molecule manipulation using optical forces 
 Prof. Martin Hegner, Trinity College Dublin

13.00  Lunch

17.00  Final-round judging Rosse medal

19.00  Wine reception, Whites of Wexford

20.00  Conference dinner and Rosse medal Award

Sunday 5 April

09.30  Institute of Physics in Ireland AGM

10.30  Coffee

Session II  Physicist in the chair. Dr Tony Scott in conversation with: 

11.00  Prof. Mike Redfern, National University of Ireland Galway Astronomy

11.30  Dr Ronan McNulty, University College Dublin Particle physics

12.00  Dr Sile Nic Chormaic, University College Cork The quantum world

12.30  Prof. Ray Bates, University College Dublin Climate change

Discussions with these four physicists will explore why they chose to study physics, 
their particular research interests and the frontiers of their fi elds.

13.00 Lunch

The Rosse medal
The Institute of Physics in Ireland awards the Rosse medal each year to the winner 
of the postgraduate student poster competition. The medal commemorates the 
3rd Earl of Rosse (Sir William Parsons K.P., F.R.S) and his contributions to science. 

Postgraduate students are invited to submit posters communicating any research 
area in physics to be considered for inclusion at the meeting. The posters should 
be prepared for presentation and communication to a general physics audience. 
All students presenting a poster must be registered at an institution based in the 
Republic of Ireland or Northern Ireland. The Rosse medal will be awarded to the 
presenting author of the best poster as determined by the judging panel. The 
presentation of the medal will be at the conference dinner on Saturday evening. 

The Institute of Physics in Ireland will be awarding a number of bursaries to 
students from participating institutions that have at least two students presenting 
posters. Further details are available from the IOP representative at each institution. 

Students will qualify for the bursary, provided:

1)  The poster abstract is received by 27 February 2009 – send to Emma Sokell 
(e-mail emma.sokell@ucd.ie). The abstract should be no more than 200 words 
in length (excluding titles and authors) and may include one fi gure. Maximum 
poster board size/shape A0 portrait.

2)  The student registers as a delegate for the meeting by 6 March 2009. 
Online Registration: www.iopireland.org/weekend.html 

3)  The student attends and displays the poster in advance of judging, which starts 
at 6.00 p.m. on Friday 3 April.

2007 Rosse medal Iris Choi, 
University College Cork

Rosse medal judging 2008

2008 winners of the pub quiz with a physics twist

“The IOP in Ireland Spring Weekend represents a unique opportunity for physicists in 

Ireland to interact both socially and scientifi cally. Over the years I have found it to be an 

extremely fruitful experience and have had several collaborative research projects with 

other groups in Ireland that have arisen directly from informal discussions in the bar.” 

Prof. Bob McCullough, Queen’s University Belfast

“The Spring Weekend combines physics, fun and family in perfect balance. We meet old 

friends and reminisce about times past. We make new friends among young physicists 

just starting out in this exciting world. We see young families growing up year by year 

and we feel part of one big family sharing the love of physics. We would not miss it.” 

Dr Brian Manley, former IOP president

2008 Rosse medal 
John McClure, 

Queen’s University Belfast

M1, the Crab Nebula. Courtesy of NASA/ESA.
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